
St. Charles Parent Society Meeting 
Apri l  29, 2019 

 
In attendance:  Melissa Toledo, Jacqueline Dyck, Alana Raymond, Amanda Hansen, Nicole Melnyk, 
Violet Hejnar, Sandra Colangelo 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:35pm by Violet Hejnar 
 
President’s Report:    
Our President, Lissa Gaudet has decided to resign her position due to scheduling conflicts.  She is unable 
to commit the time needed to stay on as Parent Society President.  We will finish out the school year with 
the Executives that we have currently, and will elect a new President and the AGM in September.  

 
Treasurer Report: Amanda Hansen 
Account Balances as of April 29, 2019 
Casino Fund      $44914.15 
General Account      $10450.86  
      $55365.01 
 
Budgeted Expenditures General 
Healthy Hunger Students in need  $  72.00 
Hot lunch Bins     $200.00 
Snacks for Students in need   $236.00 
Budgeted Expenditures Casino 
School Field Trips 2018-2019   $36698.42 
 
Deposits 
Healthy Hunger     $367.75 
 
Budgeted Balance as of Apri l  29, 2019  General  $8215.73 
Budgeted Balance as of Apri l  29, 2019  Casino   $9942.69 
                        $18158.42 
 
Healthy Hunger Revenue to Date is $1463.02 

 
Healthy Hunger:  
Nothing new to report 

 
Fl ipGive:   
We have seen some increase in members on our FlipGive account.  Thanks to the parent Volunteers who 
helped increase awareness about FlipGive at the Demo of Learning.  We will plan to prepare a short 
presentation on FlipGive for the AGM/Meet the Teacher night in September.   We still need to find out how 
we get our profits out of the FlipGive account. Violet Hejnar will contact Lissa Gaudet to get the files for 
FlipGive.    
 
Casino:   
We are still waiting for our Date.  We should know our date before the end of this school year so we can 
start organizing our volunteers.   
 
Games Day:   
We can do the lunch for Games Day through the Healthy Hunger program.  If we estimate $5 per child, it 
would be around $1800.  We also usually purchase fruit to have as well ~$200.  In 2018, we approved up 
to $2000 for Games Day lunch.  Violet Hejnar motioned to approve $2000 from the General Account to be 
spent on the Games Day lunch.  Second by Amanda Hansen.  Motion Passed.  
 



 
Water Fountains:   
In Parent Council meeting, a concern was raised by parents over the condition of the water fountains at 
the school.  A request was made to the School Administration to consider replacing the water fountains.  
The school Administration stated that they have looked into having the fountains changed with the District 
and they were given a cost estimate of over $5000 per fountain.  It was stated that there would likely not 
be room in the School budget for this cost.  Violet Hejnar said that in her research, she has found some 
cheaper options (around $1100 - $2600).  The school Administration said that we would be required to go 
through the District through Facilities and Maintenance, and the policy is for them to purchase through 
their suppliers.  Teachers also stated that there are grants available that we could apply for to help with 
this cost.  Parents also suggested that the students would likely be able to fundraise for a portion of this 
cost as well.  Parents felt that this is a serious concern and we would like to see a resolution on this.  If 
Parent Council, Students and Administration work together to raise funds, and with potential grants, we 
feel that this should not be an unreasonable expectation. Violet Hejnar will continue to look into options for 
the fountains, and she will discuss with the School Administration about applying for Grants and possible 
fundraising for this.   We will discuss this further at the next meeting in May.  
 
Grade 6 Budget Request:   
In Parent Council meeting, a request was brought forward on behalf of the Grade 6 teachers for additional 
funding for the following: 
 
Field trip to Blackfoot Forest that was awarded through Insider Education.  Funding request is for the 
bussing costs for this trip for a total of $303.00.  Nicole Melnyk motioned to approve $303.00 from our 
Casino Account for this field trip.  Second by Aland Raymond.  Motion Passed* 
 
Field Trip to Millenium Place for Grade 6 classes (this was not included in the original field trip budget 
submitted to Parent Council in the fall, nor included in the school Field Trip Budget)  Funding request is for 
100% of the field trip and bussing costs for this field trip because it was not included in the original field trip 
budget, and due to Government rules, the school cannot request parents to pay additional money out of 
pocket for this expense. Funding request is for $10 per student for a total of $520.00.  Violet Hejnar 
motioned to approve $520.00 from the Casino account for this field trip.  Second by Sandra Colangelo.  
Motion Passed* 
 
Patrolling Picnic hosted by AMA as a Thank you to the Patrol student volunteers.  Funding request is for 
the bussing costs to bring students to the picnic.  St. Charles will share bussing with another school.  
Funding request is for $84.00.  Jacqueline Dyck motioned to approve $84.00 from the General Account for 
the bussing costs for the Patrolling Picnic. Second by Melissa Toledo.  Motion Passed* 
 
Monitoring Pizza Party as a thank you to the students who have volunteered to monitor students over the 
lunch break.  Funding request is for $350 to provide a pizza lunch for the 45 student volunteers.  Parent 
council members feel that a less expensive option may be available for this expense and we are not 
willing at this time to approve the full amount requested.  Jacqueline Dyck motioned to approve only 
$250.00 from the General Account for the Monitoring Pizza lunch.  Second by Amanda Hansen.  Motion 
Passed* 
 
* Parent Council would like it to be made very clear that although the above expenses were approved, it is 
our expectation that we should not be put in this position in the future.  The request was made, claiming 
these expenses were ‘unforseen’ expenses.  Parent Council feels that only the Blackfoot Forest Field Trip 
can be considered an unforeseen expense.  The Patrolling picnic, and Monitoring Pizza lunch happen 
every year, so a budget request could have been put forward earlier in the year for consideration.   
The Field trip to Millennium place was not an unforeseen expense, and money should have been 
budgeted for this in the original Field Trip Request.  This issue happened last year, and Parent Council 
provided additional funding at the end of the school year to ensure the Grade 6 classes were able to have 
a year end field trip. We have been asking all year to confirm that the Grade 6 year end field trip was 
included in the budget for field trips and we were told that it was included.  We were not given a detailed 



breakdown of the field trip costs to confirm this.  So, to be put in the same position as last year is 
frustrating for our Parent Council.  More frustrating, due to the lack of planning and budgeting, we are now 
being asked to fund 100% of this field trip cost, when we have funded only 50% of the field trip costs for 
the rest of the school for the rest of the year.   
 
Moving forward, we expect a clear plan and budget to be presented in the Fall with all costs included in a 
detailed breakdown. We understand that items come up through the year, and we will certainly consider all 
requests as they come up, but we expect that there should be a reasonable estimate of the funds being 
requested presented early in the year for consideration.  Parent Council funds are limited and we need to 
properly plan for how we spend those funds to best meet the needs of the students.  When requests are 
not planned for, it puts the Parent Council in a tough spot, and could result in a lack of funds available for 
future requests.  We plan to continue to work together with the School Administration to use our funds to 
enhance the educational experiences for all students at St. Charles School.   

 
Funding Request Form 
Thank you to Violet Hejnar for creating our new Funding Request form.  Everyone liked the form and we 
can start using it.  All future funding requests to Parent Council from the School Administration will be 
made using this form. We also recommend that Teachers or Staff making fund requests should attend the 
Parent Council meeting to address any questions from Parents on the fund request.   

 
Next Meeting will be May 27, 2019  
Meeting Adjourned at 8:13pm 


